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EXTRACTS TAKEN FROM: - Issue Fifty One June 2007 of the CRB News Letter.
Volunteers

 

The CRB is committed to providing free checks for all applications that meet its criteria for volunteers. About 20% of applications received during 2006 were for volunteer positions, representing a total saving to the relevant organisations of about £22.8m.

However, some customers are applying for free-of-charge checks for posts that do not appear to meet the criteria. The CRB is cracking down to ensure that a fee is paid whenever it is appropriate.

The CRB definition of a volunteer is: "Any person engaged in an activity which involves spending time, unpaid (except for travel and other approved out of pocket expenses), which aims to benefit some third party other than or in addition to a close relative".

Relevance to the Martial Arts Instructors and their Associations:  

It is sometimes assumed that, as the person is not directly employed or salaried by their Association / Martial Arts Body the position is voluntary. However, if the person engaging in the activity receives a payment, in excess of expenses they actually incur, or benefits directly themselves, the position will not satisfy the CRB’s definition of a volunteer. Martial Arts Instructors charge for lessons and as such are NOT volunteers.

The CRB may invoice for any application which it considers does not meet the definition, and take retrospective action to recover the cost of any previously issued free-of-charge Disclosures. The CRB may also consider imposing sanctions, including the suspension or cancellation of an organisation’s or a Countersignatory’s registration status for those who continue to be non-compliant with the Conditions of Registration.
